
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 March 2012 
 
The Rt Hon George Osborne 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
HM Treasury 
1 Horse Guards Road 
London 
SW1A 2HQ 
 
 
Dear Chancellor, 
 
We write to you today on behalf of the Parliamentary Internet and Communications 
Technology Forum, (PICTFOR). Together with leading CEOs and other key stakeholders, 
the Forum would like to submit for your consideration a series of recommendations for 
inclusion in your March Budget. We believe that these measures will create not only growth 
in the ICT sector, but also substantial knock-on benefits for productivity and innovation 
across the British economy. 
 
PICTFOR is the lead parliamentary group in ICT. It is an Associate Parliamentary Group 
operating under official All Party Parliamentary Group rules. PICTFOR was established last 
year following the merger of the Digital Economy APPG and the Parliamentary Information 
Communications Technology Committee (PITCOM) which had been operating for 30 years 
prior to the merger. Our membership comprises Parliamentarians from both of the Houses 
and a range of technology companies.  
 
Over the past month we have conducted two events focussed on how the March budget can 
stimulate economic growth for the ICT sector and the UK as a whole. The first event was a 
CEO Forum, which brought leaders at the highest levels of the UK ICT’s industry together 
with MPs and Peers. The second event was a speakers’ forum and question-and-answer 
session that included Lord Richard Allan of Facebook and Susan Daley of Symantec. 
 
The overall conclusion was that ICT must be promoted by Government much more 
vigorously. Greater care was needed if the UK was to retain its skilled people in the sector, 
and this required improved education, greater investment, and improved incentives in 
lending, employment rules, and regulatory openness. 
 
We ask you to please consider the following recommendation for the March budget.  

 
1. Increase Government investment in broadband.  Government can stimulate the 

networked economy by providing greater bandwidth and infrastructure. 

2. Increase Government investment in ICT in schools. Teaching standards and 

careers advice need improvement. Course content at schools and some universities 

is out-of-date. There is too much emphasis on the use of specific software packages 

rather than the underlying technology and innovative programming. A diverse 
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approach to skills education is needed, particularly for youth, which encourages 

young people to develop their own products and be on the cutting edge.  

3. Train and retain world class individuals: Presently, the UK has become a receiver 

of technology developed abroad which has slowed down the development of 

technology in the UK. We need to attract, train as well as retain highly skilled 

individuals by increasing Government investment in ICT apprenticeships. 

Government should also consider rewarding graduates who achieve a first class 

degree or 2.1 in Computer Science at university. 

4. Develop a strategy to encourage take-up of ICT by SMEs and encourage their 

growth and development Government can assist in funding and employment by 

encouraging venture capital funding at later stages (e.g. to nurture small businesses 

into medium-size businesses) and allowing for greater workforce mobility and global 

hiring. 

5. A statement from you emphasising the importance of ICT to the economy. The 

challenge for the Treasury is to deliver good project management in ICT via skilled 

contract and delivery managers.    

 
Finally, we would very much appreciate it if you could provide a response covering the ways 
in which Treasury is working to enhance the ICT sector through the application of the above 
recommendations, which I will then be able to forward to the PICTFOR membership. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Alun Michael MP   Stephen Mosley MP   Graeme Hobbs 

   
Chair of PICTFOR   Vice Chair of PICTFOR Co-chair- PICTFOR CEO Forum 
Co-chair-CEO Forum  Chair of Speakers’ Forum  Chairman, Motorola Solutions 

  
 
 
 


