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PICTFOR 2014 – Review 
 
PICTFOR provides a unique platform within Parliament to discuss technology and policy issues and 
raise the standard of debate on these increasingly important matters. In 2014, we held an unrivalled 
range of policy events focused on the key issues for our industry and parliamentary members. 
 
In January our first CEO Forum of the year examined the ways in which talent and skills, the 
regulatory framework and the wider business environment could support the UK’s efforts to 
remain the leading global hub for tech. Industry members and PICTFOR’s parliamentary officers 
were joined by a number of parliamentarians to consider what the most effective regulatory 
framework should look like and to discuss how the social and economic benefits of UK tech sector 
success could be maximised. 
 
PICTFOR’s first member’s event of the year in early February saw the CEO of TechUK, Chairman of 
Motorola, Open Europe and noted Eurosceptic MP Bill Cash, Chair of the European Scrutiny 
Committee, discuss whether UK technology companies benefit from our membership of the EU. The 
night’s discussion looked at the Digital Single Market and whether or not the perceived costs of 
membership outweighed the benefits. To complement, in collaboration with the Industry and 
Parliamentary Trust PICTFOR sent a delegation of MPs to Brussels, along with academics and 
industry representatives, to the European Parliament to discuss UK/EU cyber security co-operation. 
 
Abode kindly sponsored our March event on the ‘Future of Digital Government’. The event focused 
on the rapid development of ICT, the migration online and how everyday interactions are being 
replaced or replicated online – which in turn is transforming the dynamic between people and the 
services and the state they use. 

The panel for ‘The Future of Digital Government; Building services so good that citizens want to use them’ 

 
In May, PICTFOR shifted its focus to the upcoming election with a panel discussion titled ‘A Year to 
the Election: What should the technology sector be calling for?’ A range of policy pleas emerged, 
with the focus on digital infrastructure, skills, regulation and security highlighting the growing 
consensus around the technology sector’s political priorities for the year ahead. 
 
Our CEO Forum in the same month debated Big Data and Privacy. Security, third party intervention 
and cybercrime scored highly amongst industry concerns, but overall the wide-ranging debate 
exposed a shared optimism over the potential of ‘Big Data’. 
 
The Summer Reception & Twitter Awards took place 
in June and attracted an excellent turnout and wide 
media attention, even featuring on BBC2’s Daily 
Politics! PICTFOR worked with Twitter to 
independently analyse the feeds of all the UK 
parliamentarians currently on Twitter. The Awards 
were hosted by John Rentoul, Chief Political 
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commentator for The Independent on Sunday. During the Summer reception, members heard from 
John Whittingdale MP, Chair of the Culture, Media and Sport Committee. 
 

In July, PICTFOR supported Get Girls Coding, the 
UK-wide campaign to encourage girls aged 9 to 12 
to show off their coding skills. The day saw 114 
girls, from 38 schools teach 35 MPs & 4 Peers to 
code – helped by 19 mentors! Later that month 
PICTFOR turned its attention to digital democracy, 
e-voting and Parliament 2.0. PICTFOR’s President, 
the Speaker, John Bercow MP updated members 
on the work of the Digital Democracy Commission 
and a panel comprised of the leading members of 
the political and constitutional reform debate 
examined how the Internet could revolutionise 
British democracy. 

             Panellists at ‘Parliament 2.0: How can the  
             Internet revolutionise British Democracy?’ 
 

After the summer recess, CEO Forum members, Police and Crime Commissioners and senior Home 
Office representatives explored the future of Police IT. It was agreed that the police needed to 
utilise technology to better understand its requirements and direct their forces appropriately. There 
was a consensus that procurement systems should be transformed so that the police force could 
become ‘fleet of foot’ in its use of technology. 
 
At the Ninth Annual Parliament & Internet Conference, our co-chair, Chi Onwurah MP, hosted a 
flagship “Women in Tech” panel with the CEOs of The Tech Partnership, Decoded, Savvify and Silicon 
Valley Bank – amongst others – on what 
needs to be done to encourage more 
women into the tech sector. The 
Minister of State for Culture and the 
Digital Economy Ed Vaizey MP, Shadow 
BIS Minister Liam Byrne MP and 
Shadow Culture Secretary and Deputy 
Prime Minister Harriet Harman MP also 
addressed the Conference.   

Our co-chair Chi Onwurah MP hosts a “Women in Tech” 
plenary session at the Parliament & Internet Conference 

 

 

In November, CEO Forum members met to discuss Cyber Security in the UK. Building on a shared 
recognition of the global and increasingly sophisticated nature of cyber attacks, it was agreed that 
cooperation, public education and ‘designing out’ security concerns where possible were at the 
heart of the collective response needed. 
 
And to round off the year, at the Annual Dinner, members and parliamentarians were kindly hosted 
by Lord Toby Harris, with a keynote speech from the outgoing Chief Executive of Ofcom, Ed 
Richards. 
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